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EDITORIAL 
Pass On The Word 


As this issue was going to press a friend re- 
marked: “I want to send The Journal to my friend 
in . She is just finding out that there is 
more than one side to many of the problems facing 
our Church.” 


We find this desire to have others read The 
Journal a stimulating and helpful one. We would 
suggest that you immediately send in several new 
subscriptions for those you would like to read The 
Journal. Also, when you renew your subscription 
duplicate it for at least one other person. 


The Power Of Women 
In The Church 


It was our privilege to be at the tenth segsj 
of the Georgia Synodical Training School held, 
the beautiful campus of Wesleyan College 
Macon, June 28 to July 3. We came away dee 
impressed by the spirituality, earnestness a 
vision of the women at the conference. 


There were more than 100 registrations fr 
®©7 churches in the Synod. Mrs. W. J. Powell, : 
Thomasville, synodical president, and Mrs. E. | 
Secrest, of Athens, effervescent and much love 
dean of the Training School, may be proud « 
their efforts and of the co-operation they receive 


« 


There is abundant evidence of God’s good hand on The faculty and staff included: Mrs. §S. | f 
the ministry of this paper. You can broaden its Askew, Decatur, who taught the course on t f 
usefulness by increasing the number of those who Christian Home, and whose presence was f f 
receive it during the coming year. —L.N.B throughout in terms of strong, inspiring leade 
ship; Mrs. Mack Barnes, Waycross; Mrs. Shirl 
‘<6 who taught the Circle Bible Study; Rev. S. Wilk | 
Let The Redeemed Of Dendy, First se gins Chureh, Dalton, aggre 
99 sive pastor, chapel organizer an rst citizen ( 
The Lord Say So Dalton, who taught Stewardship; M H. D. @ n 
Mra. H. D. 
: beryan, Shreveport, who taught Missions in th a 
A young man of our acquaintance Was soundly Local Church; Mrs. R. M. Hitchcock, Macon, re 
hed lee about as wild a one could be. He con- istrar of the School; Mrs. E. R. (“Julia Lake 
tinued his work in the store where he had been Kellersberger, promotional secretary of the Ame i 
: nox, Atlanta, who taught Program Building a! | 
This young man knew that he had been saved; contributed some lovely singing and good fun! - 
Jesus was very real to him and he bore personal the conference; Miss Bessie C. Lewis, Richmon f 
testimony to His saving grace. Because he did not Va., book reviewer and recreational director, Wi 
hesitate to witness, especially to those he knew sent the conference home laden with good boo 
were unsaved, some began to speak of him as and depleted in purse; Mrs. Jack B. McMicha 
psychopathic. oo pianist and menace to all who — a] 
wear their name tags; Miss Lavinia Pretz, Atlan 0: 
sake.” Wa have Page and bell-ringer, Mrs. KW, Smithy Thomll 
coldness in our Christian life which hurts our own by 
reasurer; and Mrs. L. S. Terrell, College fc 
| from being the blessing to genial and efficient manager of room atrall D 
others which we should. 
ments. Sl 
One of the results of the Program of Progress it: 
has been more personal work, more going out to b R. 
win others to Christ. This, to most of us, does not OF 
come easy. But, the more we do it the more we coum P — and vision, = ns = 01 
outhern Presbyterians may be proud and grate! 
rejoice in it and the more we can win to ee that Dr. and Mrs. Kellersberger were called fr be 
“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,” might our mission work in Africa to lead the great wotl th 


well be our motto during this year. —L.N.B. 
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in the most spectacular and prosperous phase of 
its history. 


Certain qualities of the work done by our Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work deserve recognition. One 
is thoroughness. There are evident design and effi- 
ciency in the program of these training schools 
which we believe the Holy Spirit is pleased to 
bless. Another is discrimination. First things are 
put first: Bible study, missions, the practical run- 
ning of auxiliary and circle affairs, Christian wit- 
nessing, the Christian home, stewardship, worship, 


and Christian citizenship. Yet a third quality is | 


earnestness. These women do not waste time or 
mark time. They come to give and get the best. 


Our conclusion after a week’s acquaintance with 
the Georgia Synodical at work is: there is power 
in these women, and we thank God for them. 

—C.N.W. III. 


Faith - The Basis Of 
Scholarship 


- When this Journal was founded six years ago it 
was stated that the paramount issue before the 
Cio Py the absolute reliability and authority of 
the Bible. 


That which was true then is true today and in a 
more intensified form. 


There is a boldness in questioning the Bible 
which was not present a few years ago. But, with 
that boldness there is also evasiveness, a willingness 
to insinuate that the Bible is only relatively in- 
spired but an unwillingness to be specific. 


Only too often those who have held to complete 
faith in the absolute reliability of the Word have 
failed to challenge its detractors because they have 
felt unprepared to adequately meet the opposition. 


In our judgement it is more than wise, it is im- 
perative, that students of the Bible prepare them- 
selves so that they can give a reason for the faith 
which they hold. Not only is true scholarship on 
the side of those who have such faith but the testi- 
mony of the Word of God itself gives this assur- 
ance to those who study it faithfully. 


While radical scholarship has derided the method 
of letting the Bible interpret itself, it is this very 
inherent possibility which so strengthens the hand 
of the evangelical student. The Holy Spirit has 
seen fit to make the Bible an unending source of 
challenging interpretations which fit, the one into 
the other, and thereby give internal evidence of its 
complete inspiration. 3 


Liberalism has shied off from the supernatural 
and in doing so has sought to explain away some 
of the most precious words we have. More than 
that, in setting up human reason as the standard 
by which God’s divine revelation is to be judged 
folly has been heaped on folly. As we once heard 
Dr.-Machen, of Princeton, truthfully say, it is the 
supernatural in the Bible which gives evidence of 
Its divine origin. 


Any statement, either under the guise of science 
or scholarship, Which casts discredit on the Biblical 


record should be challenged. Not to so react is to 
e derelict in duty and this can easily lead to fur- 
ther spreading of error. It is still sound theology 
. “search the Scriptures to see if these things 
so. 


_placency was hindering a revival in the school. 


Here is an illustration. On February 15th, the 
subject of the Sunday School Lesson was the com- 
ing of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Writing of 
Acts III, Verse 4, Dr. Richard C. Oudersluys says: 
“This can scarcely mean that they spoke foreign 
languages previously not learned.’’ But, the record 
in Acts goes on to say in Verses 6 to 7: “Now 
when this was noised abroad, the multitude came 
together, and were confounded, because that every 
man heard them speak in his own language. And 
they were all amazed, and marvelled, saying one 
to another: ‘Behold, are not all these which speak 
Galileans? And how hear we every man in our 
own tongue, wherein we were born?’ And finally, 
in Verse 11: ‘We do hear them speak in our 
tongues the wonderful works of God.’ ” 


While this statement of Dr. Oudersluys appeared 
in our own Adult Quarterly we have not seen it 
challenged, as it should have been. 


It is our firm conviction that while there are 
textual and other difficulties in the Bible, those 
who accept it as the Word of God, equally in- 
spired throughout and worthy of humble study 
and absolute confidence, have assumed an un- 
shakable position, while those who attempt to ex- 
plain away the difficulties it may present to the 
human mind have entered quicksand and each step 
takes them deeper and makes their position more. 
absurd and more untenable. 


Yes, the primary issue facing the Church is the 
authority and absolute reliability of the Bible. 
When we unite on this nothing can divide us. 


The Danger Of 
Complacency 


A Christian is on dangerous ground when he be- 
comes complacent, for complacency is a form of 
pride. This holds true for institutions and organi- 
zations. 


Risking the danger of the displeasure of some, 
we are however constrained to say that in our 
judgement this is one of the greatest weaknesses 
of some of our work. 


This week we were talking with two students 
from a Christian College. Without any suggestion 
from us they expressed the feeling that com- 


Complacency with the history of the institution. 
Complacency with the number of her graduates 
who have gone into Christian work. Complacency 
with the Christian background of the majority of 
the students. Complacency in the feeling that the 
atmosphere on the campus would continue the 
Christian usefulness of the school. 


We believe that Christians face a constant war- 
fare and no soldier can safely become indifferent 
to his enemy. So the maintaining of Christian life 
and standards requires an ever constant infilling 
with spiritual food and power. 


To that end we individual Christians, Christian 
schools and Christian organizations, need this re- 
freshing from above. Without it our witness be- 
comes superficial, stereotyped and devoid of spir- 
itual power. A form of godliness may persist but 
without spiritual ity. 


Humility will banish complacency and turn us 
back to the heart-searching before God which 
brings revival and blessing. | —L.N.B. 
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The Word Became Flesh 


(John 1:14) 
By William C. Robinson, D.D. 


The Rabbi who wrote Peace of Mind has many 
beautiful thoughts practically expressed in his more 
recent article on Death; but he concludes the ar- 
ticle with this hopelessly weak prescription for 
sin: “Each of us has his own toad to swallow every 
morning.” The ancient philosophers reached for 
the true, the good, and the beautiful; but in the 
face of mud, dirt, hair, and filth they were not 
sure that even Socrates had attained. In man’s 
plight, he needs God’s might. When the world 
by its wisdom knew not God, grace and. truth 
came by Jesus Christ. When the law could not 
save because of the weakness of the flesh, the 
Word became flesh. 


An old poem has a rough paraphrase of the 
text, thus: “That He, the old Eternal Word should 
be a Childe, and weep.”’ If we read our text in the 
light of its context, the first eighteen verses of the 
Fourth Gospel, it is quite clear that the subject 
of the sentence is God, the eternal Word; the 
predicate is the flesh which He became, that is, 
the human nature which He took; the result is 
the grace and truth which came by Him to men. 


The Christian Faith is not that Jesus Christ is 
fundamentally and primarily a man, and that as 
we study this man we gradually find that He is 
to some degree better and to some extent higher 
than other men. It is not that He is a human 
person who manifests certain divine traits, or in 
whom God did something unique. The Danish 
thinker, Kierkegaard, warned us that one cannot 
logically begin with a finite Christ and then 
somewhere in the midst of the argument conclude 
that therefore He is Infinite. To do so would be 
to change categories in the midst of the argu- 
ment, to bring in more—infinitely more—in the 
conclusion than one has in the premise. More- 
over, if one is to be a Reformed thinker, a Cal- 
— theologian, he must always start with 

od. 


Certainly the Fourth Gospel begins with Christ 
as the eternal, the Divine Word, and portrays 
the incarnation as a human episode in the history 
of this eternal Person. At Paul’s conversion the 
subject is the Lord and the predicate is Jesus. The 
living LORD speaks from heaven identifying Him- 
self thus: “I (the LORD) am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest.”” Even the Second Gospel begins by 
describing Jesus Christ as the Lord whom Malachi 
saw coming suddenly to His temple, the Angel 
of the Covenant; and the LORD whose way Isaiah 
expected the Forerunner to prepare. In Matthew 
the Babe conceived by the Virgin is Immanuel— 
God with us. In Luke that which is conceived 
of Mary is the Son of God, the babe born of her 
is the Saviour, Christ, the Lord. 


Is Jesus Christ a temporal or is He an eternal 
Person? Is He first God or first man? Is He God 
who became also man for us men and for our 
salvation, or is He merely a religious genius in 
whom God did something unique and whom His 
disciples later deified? Did He exist before He 
entered the world and is He now living and ac- 
tive, reigning, interceding, revealing God to men? 
Or is He a mere figure of past history in whom 


God was personally present and did something, 
but one who has no present power or effect in his- 
tory? These are the great Christological ques- 
tions which face the thinking of our day. 


In John the bringer of salvation is the Word. 
And this Word is eternal. In the beginning of 
all creation, the Word already was. The Same was 
in the beginning with God. John the Baptist cries, 
Though He comes after me, He was before me. 


John the Evangelist testifies that the Prophet . 


Isaiah saw His glory when He saw the LORD 
high and lifted up, sitting upon a Throne. David, 
speaking by the Holy Ghost, called Christ his 
Lord saying, The LORD saith unto my Lord sit 
Thou upon My right hand until I make Thine 
enemies Thy footstool. In the Revelation, Christ 
is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 
the Ending (22:15). Of Himself the Lord Jesus 
Christ testifies: Before Abraham, I am. Father 
glorify thou Me with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was. Brother Bryan used to 
say: “Jesus Christ is the only Person who ever 
lived before He was born.”’ 


As the eternal Word, He ever lived in personal 


fellowship with God (John 1:1-2). As God only- 
begotten, the Word ever lived in the bosom of the 
Father (Verse 18 ARV margin). Tertullian said 
that when a great thinker is debating a problem 
within himself he sometimes almost sets his reason 
up as a kind of distinct person with which to 
argue. But that in the case of God His Word is 
more definitely personal, more distinct from the 
Father than any personification of one’s human 
reason. God always has His Word in Himself and 
the same was in personal communion or fellow- 
ship with the Father. In the Farewell Discourses 
in John we see the personal distinctions and re- 
lations of the Godhead in beautiful and harmonious 
interplay as the Son prays the Father and the 
Father grants the disciples another Comforter to 
take His place with them. It is expedient for the 
disciples that the Son go away in order that the 


Spirit may come; and yet, in another sense, with- 


the Spirit, the Father and the Son also come and 
abide in the believer. | 


According to John, this eternal Person who 


dwells in the bosom of the Father is not one whit 
less than God. The Word was GOD. This one is the 
true God and life everlasting (1 John 5:20). In 
the Prologue of the Fourth Gospel, the Word 
stands primarily on the side of the Creator. All 
things were made by Him and without Him was 
not anything made that was made. In Him was 
life and the life was the light of men. The 
Author of our being is the light of our under- 
standing and the fount of our virtue. In verse 
18, Nestle’s text read: “God only begotten who 
dwells in the bosom of the Father, He hath de- 
clared, or revealed, Him.” This Gospel is care- 
fully written to reach its climax in Thomas’ great 
confession to Christ: “My Lord and my God.” 
It records how Isaiah saw the glory of the eternal 
Word when He saw Jehovah of Hosts. Revelation 
applies to the heavenly Christ the term, Lord 
of Lords, which Deuteronomy (10:17) had ap- 
plied to Jehovah. 
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Having faced the adequacy of the Word as the 
eternal God we need to realize His availability. 
He became also man for us men and for our sal- 
vation. He became full and complete man, not 
merely a human soul but also our flesh. He be- 
came flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone. 
He came and sat where we sit in our sin and 
fear and shame and pain. He was made like unto 
us in all things, sin alone excepted. And that 
which was excepted in His personal conduct, He 
also became as our Representative and Surety. 
Yes, He who knew no sin was made sin for us 
that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him. As He bore our sins in His own body on 
the tree His visage was marred more than any 
man. He has the answer to death and Satan, be- 
cause He is the answer to sin. We are redeemed 
to God by the shedding of blood and the break- 


ing of His body on the Tree. And when God raised | 


Him from the grave this was no mere idea or 
subjective thought. God raised a human body 
that was examined and found dead by competent 
authorities. From the grave of a condemned 
criminal God raised Jesus Christ to the greatest 
fullness of life. He is Lord today, Lord of all, 
reigning at the right hand of the Father over 
— principality and power and dominion and 
might. 


Now the Word became flesh that we might 
know God. In Him we behold the glory of the 
only begotten of the Father full of grace and 
truth. God made the universe, but sin and the 
curse marred it. As a result nature is often red 
in tooth and claw and the papers are daily telling 
of man’s inhumanity to man. But Jesus says, He 
that hath seen Me hath seen the Father. As often 
as we look to Him we see the grace of the Father’s 
heart, the truth of His saving Word. According 
to the psalms mercy and truth are to meet; loving- 
kindness and truth are to go before God’s face. 
In Christ these promises are realized. Here grace 
and truth are not only seen, they are active. 
They came by Jesus Christ so that as we receive 
Him we are given them. Of Him, have we all 
received and grace for grace. AS many as re- 
ceived Him to them gave He power to become the 
Pe of God, even to them that believe on His 

ame. 


Now this grace and truth is for the world. God 
sent not His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through Him might be 
saved. AS we receive grace for grace it is our 
responsibility to manifest the grace and truth we 
have received. Our every relationship ought to be 
permeated with grace and truth, even as our work 
is to send the message of this Gospel to the world. 
And the hope of manifesting grace and truth 
both in our lives and in our world is the living, 
active Lord Jesus Christ. As His pre-existence 
with the Father shows the adequacy of the Saviour 
for His great mission, so His post-existence, His 
present reign at the right hand of God, is the 
basis of our confidence. Because He lives we shall 
live also. He is a very present help. There is hope 
of our working out, for He worketh in us to will 


¢and do of His good pleasure. 


FEAR AND TRUST 


“We fear God because of our guilt; but we trust 
Him because of His grace. We trust Him because 
He has brought us by the Cross of Christ, despite 
all our sin, into His holy presence.” 


—J. Gresham Machen. 
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A New 
AMERICAN EDITION 


OF 


CALVIN’S COMMENTARIES 


A 
$250,000.00 
Project 


Publication 
Now 
In Full 
Swing 
Each Volume 
Available 
Separately! 


The recently announc- 
ed Eerdmans plan to 
publish an American 
edition of the Complete 
Commentaries of John 
Calvin has met with 


world - wide interest. 
Now with this notable project well under 
way, new volumes appear on an average of 
one a month. The entire series will consist of 
48 volumes, including also the Institutes of 
the Christian Religion. 


Volumes are available separately, or you 
may place your order for a complete set, to 


be shipped volume by volume as issued. Once 


you get a volume of Calvin, you will be 
amazed at its contemporaneity, and under-- 
stand why the reviewers are so enthusiastic. 
It is truly a commentary for today’s needs. 
Start building your library of Calvin today! 


Eight Volumes Now Available: 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’‘s Calendar 
August 1948 


Circle Topic: The Place and Purpose of the Poetical 
Books. 


Bible Reading for August: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon. 


Monthly Emphasis: Negro Work of the Assembly. 
Auxiliary Topic: Family Interests and Hobbies. 


Woman’s Auxiliary Training School, Stillman Col- 
lege, August 17-24 
Conferences at Montreat: 
Foreign Mission: August 5-11. 
Home Mission: August 12-18. 
Bible Conference: August 19-29. 
Ministers’ Wives Forum, a few days during Bible 
Conference. 
Organizational Meeting of the World Council of 
Churches, Amsterdam, Holland. 


Mrs. C. S. Harrington, Houston, Tex., Immediate 
Past Chairman of the Committee on Woman’s 
Work, is a representative of our Church. 


Wings For The Soul 


Ten Reasons For A Family Altar 


It will sweeten home life and enrich home rela- 
tionship as nothing else can do. 


It will dissolve all misunderstanding and relieve 
all friction that may enter the home. 


It will hold our boys and girls to the Christian 
ideal and determine their lasting welfare. 


It will send us forth to our work for the day, in 
school, home, office, store and factory, true to do 


our best and determined in what we do to glorify 


God. 
It will give strength to meet bravely any dis- 
appointments and adversities as they come. 


It will make us conscious through the day of 
the attending presence of a divine Friend, and 
Helper. 


It will hallow our friendship with our guests in 
the home. 


It will reinforce the influence and work of the 
Church, the Church School and agencies helping to 
establish the Christian ideal throughout the world. 


It will encourage other homes to make a place 
for Christ and the Church. 


It will honor our Father above and express our 
gratitude for His mercy and blessing. 


-—From Christian Digest. 


WATTS YEAR - 1948 


More than two hundred years ago a young man 
returning from church complained to his father 
about the hymns they had just been singing. 


“Tf you don’t like them, perhaps you could write 
some better ones,” suggested his parent. 


Perhaps he could, indeed. Isaac Watts accepted 
his father’s challenge, and wrote his first hymn at 
the age of 18. At his death in 1748, he had com- 
posed 600 songs of worship. 


In recognition of Isaac Watts’ great contribu- 
tion to modern church music, the Hymn Society of 
America has declared 1948 as “Watts Year.” Re- 
ligious, choral and historical groups are planning 
hymn festivals and exhibits in his honor. 


Watts’ work was a vital change from the church 
music of his day. For instance, his ‘Psalms Of 
David”? paraphrased the original text, eliminating 
those passages which conflicted with New Testa- 
ment dogma. This work precipitated strong com- 
ment in religious circles. Many objected to his 
“freedom with God’s Word.” In spite of opposi- 
tion, Watts’ hymns grew in popularity. Churches 
adopted the new form of church songs, earning 
their author his position as the “father of modern 
hymnody.” 


Watts was a non-conformist, like his father. As 
such, he was barred from the leading universities 
where admission was limited to Church of England 
adherents. This did not stop him from becoming an 
outstanding theologian and philosopher of his day. 
He became the author of many books, including 
a, al “Catechism,” and “Improvement Of The 

ind.”’ 


The fame of this musical man ef God continues 
to this day. His pre-eminence is undiminished, 
through such hymns as “Joy To The World,” 
“When I Survey The Wondrous Cross,” and “O 
God, Our Help In Ages Past.” 


Information for special services eommermoreting 
“Watts Year” may be obtained from Dr. Reginal 
L. McAll, Executive Secretary of the Hymn Society 
of America, 2268 Sedgwick Avenue, New York, 
— Missions Public Relations Bulletin. 


“I Carried With Me A Picture” 


Several years ago, five young men left their 
homes in West Pennsylvania and went out into 
the great Northwest. They found things quite 
different from what they were in the old home 
town, and the temptations were many. Some time 
later they had all returned to their former homes. 
Four of the five showed that they were much the 
worse because of their experiences in a strange 
country. But the other young man came back 
seemingly all the stronger and better because of 
the experiences through which he had passed. 
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When asked why he, too, had not gone the way 
the other four, he calmly replied, ‘Because I 
wied with me a picture.” “Oh, yes, the picture 
sme young maiden back home, I presume?” 
marked a friend. “Oh, no! Not that kind of a 
cure,” said the young man. “It was a picture of 
ite a different kind. It was my last morning 
home. We all sat down to breakfast as usual; 
ther at one end of the table and my precious 
other at the other. Realizing that there was to 
»q breaking of home ties in a few hours, con- 
ysation Was not very brisk that morning. After 
eakfast, aS was my father’s custom, he took 
wn the old Bible and started to read the morn- 
lesson. But he didn’t get very far. A lump 
pt coming up in his throat, and he was so blind- 
1by tears that he could not read, and handed the 
ok over to my mother, motioning to her to fin- 
h the reading. 


“After she had finished the chapter we all 
nelt to pray. Father started his prayer as was 
is custom, but he didn’t get far until that same 
mp came up in his throat and choked back further 
xpression. Then mother reached over and put her 
and on my Shoulder and began to pray, saying, 
) God we thank Thee for our son. We thank Thee 
pr our son. We thank Thee that Thou hast kept 
im true and faithful, and that we are able to 
nd.him out from our home chaste and clean. 
ep him pure and clean and may his feet never 
ray from the paths of virtue, purity and the 
uh in which we have tried to bring him up. 
rng him back to us as pure and true as he is 
ing out from us.” It was the vision of my last 
pring in the atmosphere of a godly home and 
eremembrance of my precious mother’s prayer. 
could not bear the thought of breaking the heart 
fmy father and mother and dishonoring my Lord 
¥ Saviour Jesus Christ whom they taught me 
) love. 


—Oscar Lowry, 
Food Far The Body, For The Soul. 


‘Putting On A Visitation 
Evangelism Program 
By H. H. Thompson, D.D. 


‘In 50 years no one in this Church has seen two 
undays like the last two in our Church,” writes 
e Chairman of Evangelism in a congregation 
tat has enjoyed a fruitful program of Visitation 
vangelism. ‘‘There is nothing which has been done 
ling my ministry here which has meant more to 
elife of our Church, or more to the individuals 
aticipating in it, than this program of Evan- 
lism,” writes a pastor. “This congregation wit- 
esed a soul-stirring experience Sunday when 
tty new members were received into the Church.” 
imilar experiences here and there over our gen- 
tl Church are responsible for pastors and lay- 
tmbers asking: can we have a Visitation 
vangelism program in our Church?” 


Numbers of pastors have gotten the literature 
W available, studied it carefully, and led their 
m people in the program. Stimulating and prac- 
ital material may now be secured from the As- 
vag Committee on Evangelism office in At- 
Ay a. 


Other Churches have secured the services of a 
inster who has had a successful program in his 


own congregation to lead their people. Names of 
ministers who are prepared to render such assist- 
ance, and are delighted to have this privilege, may 
be obtained from the Synod’s Chairman of Evan- 
gelism or from the Assembly’s Office. (Few laymen 
can give the time required for leading a program). 


A delegation of laymen from a congregation which 


is enthusiastic about this method of recruiting can 
create enthusiastic interest by relating some of 
their own thrilling experiences. 


Centers in which a number of Churches co- 
operate in the visitation program offer also splendid 
opportunities for pastors in more remote areas to 
come in and participate both in the instruction and 
in the visitation. These guest ministers, teamed 
with laymen, are sent out to contact prospects of 
the local Church so they can enjoy the benefits of 
the visitation experience as well as the instruction. 
Lists of cities and communities, where these train- 
ing centers are to be conducted during the autumn 
and winter, will be appearing in our church papers. 
Congregations are encouraged to make provision 
for their pastor to attend one of these training 
programs. ) 


Any Church, regardless of size or circumstance, 
that is willing to make thorough physical and spir- 
itual preparation, can enjoy a real blessing with 
Visitation Evangelism. Obviously there are larger 
numbers of prospective members in some com- 
munities than in others, but no area is without its 
prospects for Christ and the Church. Thrilling inci- 
dents have occurred in Churches with thirty mem- 
bers, spiritual revivals have been enjoyed in con- 
gregations of three thousand members where men, 
women and young people have gone out to invite 
people to become followers of Christ and to have 
a part in the divine purpose of the Church. ‘ 


Essentials for the richest blessings include: 
Undergirding the entire endeavor with much and 
earnest prayer; untiring efforts in both the pre- 


- paration and the procedure of the program; a close 


following of the plan; a thoughtful compiling of 
the list of prospects; an intelligent selection of 
those who are to do the visiting; and a planned 
program for integrating those newly won into the 
fellowship of the Church. 


It is also very important that those engaged in 
the program of evangelism appreciate the signific- 
ance of this service. They are to consider for whom 
they are performing this service (I Cor. 10:31), 
with whom they are doing it (Mark 16:20), and 
what are the issues involved (Mark 8:36). | 


I Touched The Face Of God 


Oh, I have slipped the surly bonds of earth | 

And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings; 

— I’ve climbed and joined the tumbling 
mirth. 


On sun-split clouds—and done a hundred things 


You have not dreamed of—wheeled and soared and 
swung 

High in the sunlit silence. Hov’ring there, | 

I’ve chased the shouting wind along, 

My eager craft through footless halls of air 

Up, up the long, delirious, burning blue 

I’ve topped the wind-swept height with easy grace 

Where never lark, or even eagle flew— 

And, while with silent lifting mind I’ve trod 

The high untrespassed sanctity of space 

Put out my hand and touched the face of God. 
—John Gillespie Magee, Jr. 
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Controlled by the Mountain Retreat Association. Four Year College for Women. Located in “The Land } 
of the Sky,” Western North Carolina. Montreat is one of the delightful and picturesque places in { 
America. Christian atmosphere. High Scholastic Goals. Low Expenses, $420.00. Work Scholarships, } 


Attractive Buildings. Two Year Secretarial Course. 


J. Rupert McGregor, President — Montreat, N. C. 
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Wanted Immediately: Three Short - Term 
Teachers For Kinjo College In Japan 


One Man Teacher 


Two Lady Teachers 


English language and literature, possibly his- 
tory and related subjects in English. 
Master’s Degree necessary 
Work begins in April, 1949 
For further details communicate at once with 


Dr. Richard T. Gillespie 
P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 


DEATIH IN TBE POT 
An Appraisal Of The Federal Council 
Single Copy 25c — Five For $1.00 


How Modern Is The Federal Council? 
An Analysis Of The Replies Of Its Leaders 
To An Inquiry About Their Doctrinal Beliefs 

Single Copy 15c — Seven For $1.00 


Both Books By Rev. J. Elwin Wright, LL.D. 
Dealers Protected 


FELLOWSHIP PRESS 


9 Park Street Boston 8, Mass. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings — Altar Cloths 

Bible Markers — Communion 

Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 

Custom Clergymen 
arking 

1837 Years Of Service 1948 

To The Church And Clergy 


COX SONS & VINING, lac. 


New York 10, 


131 East 23rd Street 


On Defending Convictions 
In College 


By Harold Borchert - Student-Pastor 


Palmer Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Alexandria . Louisiana 


Having attended a Methodist College for tw 
years, a Baptist College for another two years, an 
discussed this question with many students aiten 
ing our own church schools, I feel that there; 
need for a frank discussion concerning the matte 
of witnessing in the classroom. 


In virtually every instance where the questi 
of positive witnessing in the face of absolute nmi 
Statement or untruth on the part of the instruct 
has been discussed, the answer has been: “Yo 
can’t afford to argue with the professor!” I 
answer has been and is, that this is not a questia 
of arguing with a professor, but rather a matt 
of defending our faith or listening to it being di 
avowed. 


The most recent statement that caused som 
discussion here was this: ‘“‘The Bible is a books 
evolution in theological thought. At first God! 
pictured as vengeful—deceitful, later as a lovin 
and merciful God.’”’ Immortality, according to th 
same instructor, did not always exist in the i 
brew concept, but grew as a result of Persian I 
fluence. Job, he stated, had no ideg at all of alll 
after death. Apparently all the commentators 1 
Job 14:14 whom the author of this article ht 
read, are wrong. Too, we are told that God ofte 
— His mind, especially in reference to Mos 
at Sinai. 


Just what is the student’s position in the clas 
room? Is he simply a sponge, to absorb what 
presented? Or does our educational system tod 
admit of discussion, and individual thinking? ! 
leading educator said recently that we in Ameri 
have lost what the ancient Greeks and Romial 
possessed, the art of meditation. He stated that 0 
greatest failing was in our haste, and therefore 
our lack of consideration. Is this the failure het? 
What should the student say, if anything, wh 
the impression is left by the instructor that & 
is less than sovereign? 


This short article is submitted for the expr 
purpose of arousing interest in this discussl0 
The writer hopes that others who may feel # 
this is worthy of consideration in these colum! 
will submit their ideas in a short symposium. 
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“THE Book For Our TIME!” 


Over 600 pages on 
Christian apologetics, 
dealing primarily with 
three great subjects of 
the Christian faith: 
“The Creation of the 
World,” ‘The Resur- 
rection of Christ,” and 
“The Judgment to 
Come.” 


$3.00 


| Postpaid 
READ WHAT OTHERS SAY 


‘““A monumental volume that no Bible stu- 
dent, teacher or preacher can afford to be 
without.”’ —B. C. Goodpasture, Gospel 
Advocate. 

“The writer is famous but never more accu- 
rate in his shots than here. An evangelical 


WEAVERVILLE . 


masterpiece !”’ —Frank S. Mead, Christian 
Herald. 
OFFER Goop ONLY U 
THE 


ATTENTION MINISTERS 
AND ELDERS 


Here’s How You May Obtain 
A Copy Of 


THEREFORE STAND ” 


By Wilbur M. Smith | 
FREE 
Read Details Below 


Through the generosity of a friend of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal we will give this book abso- 
lutely free to any one minister or elder of any one 
Church within the Presbyterian Church, U. S., who 
will send us one subscription to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal at $1.50 per year, and who 
will agree to read the book and endeavor to get 
other members of his Session to read it. The sub- 
scription may be either for himself or for some- 
one else. This offer good only to ministers and 
elders under conditions described above. We shall 
be glad to fill orders for others at $3.00 per copy 
postpaid. 


NTIL SEPTEMBER 1, 1948 

WRITE DIRECT TO 
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 2OURNAL 
NORTH CAROLINA 


The Book Of Daniel (IID) 


By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. — 


This is the thirty-fifth in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The central message of the book of Daniel is 
very clear and easy to understand. It is this: The 
kingdoms of -this earth are both temporal and re- 
stricted, but the kingdom of God is eternal and 
universal. To state the message in slightly dif- 
ferent terms, we may say: Human powers and 
governments are transitory things. They have a 
beginning and they have an ending. They are 
not all-powerful, for they will go down before 
the presence of powers that are greater than 
themselves. Nor are they universal. They do not 
embrace peoples of all climes and regions. They 
are in reality localized, because of their temporal 
character. On the other hand, when God erects a 
kingdom, that kingdom cannot be destroyed. Men 
cannot push it aside, but rather, it remains etern- 
ally. It has no end. Furthermore, the region of 
God is universal; it is not restricted by geographi- 
cal or linguistic considerations. 


God, therefore, is sovereign; men are limited and 
temporal. There is hardly a book in the Old Testa- 
ment that brings out this message more clearly 


than does the noble prophecy of Daniel. And hence, 
the message of Daniel is particularly needed in 
our day. 


The Dream Of Nebuchadnezzar 


Page 9 


These sublime truths, so necessary to be kept 
in mind at all times, were revealed by God to men 
in the form of dreams. The first of these revela- 
tions was made to the great king of Babylon, 
Nebuchadnezzar. This dream came to him  dur- 
ing the second year of his reign. On-.our reckon- 
ing it would probably be the third year. It came 
after Daniel had finished his course of training at 
the court. Daniel, therefore, when this dream 
was received by the king, was yet a mere boy 
in his teens. He was probably only eighteen or 
nineteen years of age. This should be kept in mind, 
as we read his remarkable interpretation of the 
king’s dream. 


The reader will remember that the king was 
greatly disturbed by this dream. In fact, he was 
terrified. He called in the wise men of Babylon, 
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but they were unable to help him. Then Daniel 
prayed to God, and the interpretation was re- 
vealed to him. According to Daniel’s words, the 
king saw a great image composed of different 
metals. It was a terrifying image, and it contained 
a message for the king. 


The head of the image was of gold, and this, 
according to Daniel, signified Nebuchadnezzar 
himself. That is, it had reference to the Babylonian 
empire as represented in its great ruler. After 
Nebuchadnezzar there was to arise another king- 
dom, then a third, and finally a fourth. 


_ What, then, were these second, third and fourth 
kingdoms? Most of those who deny that Daniel 
was the author of the book maintain that the 
order of the four empires was as follows: Baby- 
lon, Media, Persia, Greece. Now there is an 
objection to this order. It is that there never 
existed an independent kingdom of Media after 
the downfall of Babylon, and there never existed 
an independent kingdom of Persia after Media. 
Hence, to assume that this order is the one which 
Daniel has in mind is to impute an error to the 
book of Daniel. For this reason, and also for many 
others, the present writer would reject such an 
interpretation. Among Bible believing Christians 


this view has found no favor at all. Bible believ- 


ing Christians seem to divide between the two 
following views. On the one hand there are those 
who say that the order and proper identification 
of the kingdoms is Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, 
the successors of Alexander the Great. On the 
other, and this is most widely held, there are those 
like the present writer who believe that the order 
and identification is as follows: Babylon, Medo- 
Persia, Greece, Rome. | 


In a brief article such as the present we can- 
not discuss the reasons for accepting the latter 
identifications. Suffice it to say that this interpre- 
tation seems really to appear in the New Testa- 
ment. Hence, we shall proceed upon the assump- 
tion that this interpretation is the correct one. 


Now, Daniel tells the king what this means. These | 


four kingdoms, says Daniel in effect, shall appear 
upon the scene of history. They shall also dis- 
appear. The God of heaven will erect a kingdom 
which will be unlike these kingdoms. It shall never 
pass away, and it shall fill the whole earth. Furth- 
ermore, Daniel tells the time when God will erect 
this kingdom. It is “in the days of these kings’’ 
(2:44). We may paraphrase these words as fol- 
lows: “‘During the time when these kings are in 
existence.”’ Now, a little reflection will show that 
during the kingdom of Babylon, Medo-Persia and 
Greece, God did not erect an eternal kingdom. 
On the other hand during the Roman empire 
He did do just that thing. As our Form of Gov- 
erment says so beautifully: “Jesus Christ who is 
now exalted far above all principality and power, 
hath erected, in this world, a kingdom which is 
his church.” (II:1). This kingdom was. erected 
during the days of the Roman empire. It is a 
kingdom that cannot be destroyed, for the “gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.” It is also ex- 
tending. more and more widely into the hearts of 
man. This kingdom will become like a great moun- 
tain, filling all the earth. As we read this de- 
scription, let us remember the responsibility that 
rests upon us for the furtherance of the work of 
foreign missions. | | 


The Dream Of Daniel 


_ Essentially this same message is revealed to 
Daniel during the first year of Belshazzar, many, 
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many years later. This dream presented to Danie] 
a survey of world history given under the form 
of great beasts. The first three beasts represented 
Babylon, Medo-Persia and Greece and corre. 
sponded to the fourth kingdom of Daniel 2, but 
more information is given concerning it. Let us 
consider this fourth beast. | 


The fourth beast is nondescript, and it repre- 
sents a history rather than an empire. It repre- 
sents a history that is in three stages. First, there 
is the beast itself. This is followed by a period 
represented by the ten horns on the beast’s head. 
This is followed by a third period, represented by 
the little horn which appears upon the beast’s 
head and which uproots three of the previously 
existing horns. Thus we have: the beast proper 
which symbolizes the Roman Empire. 2. The period 
of the ten horns, which in the. present writer’s 
opinion, symbolizes a period of growth from 
the beast. This period may include the modern 
governments of Europe. It seems to refer to gov- 
ernments which in one sense or another, may 
be said to have grown out of the ancient Roman 
Empire. 3. The period of the little horn. At 


_ the close of the second period there will appear 


upon the scene of history a power or person which 
exalts himself against God. He will make war 
against the people of God, but will finally be de- 
stroyed by God’s own judgment. This little horn 
is the :Antichrist. 


The kingdom of God is also represented in 
chapter seven. It is there explicitly stated that this 
kingdom is eternal in nature and also universal. 
Its king is none other than the heavenly Son of 
Man Himself. The chapter goes on to teach con- 
cerning the terrible persecution which the saints 
of God will have to endure under the Antichrist. 


The little horn will wage war against the saints 
of the kingdom. This he will do for a time, times 
and the dividing of a time (7:25). What. does this 
strange expression mean? There are those who 


_think that the word “time” here means a _ year. 


Hence, they say, the meaning is a year, two years 


. and half a year. This is the view that is generally 


adopted by higher critics of the divisive school. 


~ But there is no warrant for this interpretation. 


Why should the word “time”? here mean a year? 
When we say to a friend, “I shall see you after a 
time,’”’” we do not mean “I shall see you after a 
year” No, the word “time”? merely means a period 
of definite length. It may be long or it may be 
short. But from the word itself it is impossible 
to tell how long it is. Hence, the negative critics 
have no right to interpret the word here as thoug 
it meant a year. It means simply a time, and the 
length of it is not stated. 


What, then is the force of this strange ex- 
pression? The meaning seems to be as follows. 
The little horn will make war against the saints 
of God. This he will do for a time. He will then 
do it for two times. That is, his persecution will 
be doubled in its intensity. It would then seem that 
he would continue for four times, again doubling 
the intensity of his persecution, so that we should 
have seven times in all, the completeness of® in- 
tensity. But no, instead of four times, we ‘ead 


the half of a time. In other words, his persecut- 


ing power is cut short. We are reminded of the 
words of our Lord, ‘for the elect’s sake, those 
days shall be shortened” (Matthew 24:22 b). 
What then is it which will cut short this terrible 
power of the Antichrist? It is, the present writer 
believes, nothing less than the majestic and glorious 
return of the Son of Man from heaven. 
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~The book of Daniel therefore contains a very 
practical message for our present day. There is 
to arise—there may even already have arisen— 
a force or power that is opposed to God. Whether 
this power will be represented in a man or in a 
government or in a coalition of governments, we 
cannot say. But this power is inspired from be- 
low. It would exalt man, and it would dethrone 
God. It would make war its God and it would hate 
with a venomous hatred the blessed Gospel of 


Against the saints of God, that is, against the 
elect,—those who have been redeemed by the 
blood of Jesus Christ—this power will turn its 
attention. It will seek to wear out these saints. It 
will seek to convince them that their labor is in 
vain. It will persecute if need be. It will do all 
in. its power to wipe off the earth the witness of 


Sabbath School Lessons 
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the Gospel. Very great will be its power, and 
against it no mere man can stand. But the Lord 
is with His Church. He will in His own good 
time return from heaven, and the beast will be 
given to the burning of fire. | 


In other words, we Christians of today must 
realize that spiritual forces are fighting against 
us. These spiritual forces may even appear in 
the visible Church of Christ. It is a time for vigi- 
lance. Now as never before must we. refuse. to 
compromise with anything that would obliterate 
the grand particularities of the eternal Gospel. 
Now as never before must we take our stand for 
Jesus Christ. Now as never before, we must not 
be ashamed of Christ. Whether we shall experience 
the enmity of the Antichrist, no man can tell. But 
of one thing we may be- certain. The battle is the 
Lord’s, and He is ever watching over His own. 


_ Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


For Aug. 22: Dorcas— 
A Woman Of Good Works 


Scripture: Acts 9:36-42; Matthew 25:31-46. 
Devotional Reading: Proverbs 31:10-31. 


“She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, 
she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.” This 
sentence coming in the midst of the description 
of “The Virtuous Woman” in Proverbs 31:20, 
applies in a very apt and beautiful way to Dorcas, 
a woman of good works. a 


Dorcas is an example of a Christian woman 
who won her way into the hearts of her neigh- 
bors by her works of love and friendliness. She 
was always, like ‘“‘Greatheart,” helping somebody. 
We know of many such women today, women 
who are not heard of outside of their own com- 
munity, perhaps, but whose lives are richly fra- 
grant with the perfume of the ‘“almsdeeds which 
they perform. | 


Such women are the real followers of Christ, 
full of that living faith of which James has so 
much to say, and of the “faith which works by 
love,” of which Paul speaks. A ‘Dead faith” is 
a misnomer: all genuine faith is vibrant with good 
works. We show our faith by our works: we are 
—T unto good works: faith without works is 
ead. 


There are three practical and. important lessons 
which we wish to learn from Dorcas: | ; 


I. Good Works are the Best of Evidence that. 
we have ‘“‘Saving Faith.’’ There is a so-called faith 
which is counterfeit:: “The devils. believe and 
tremble.”” There is an “Intellectual faith’? which 
goes no deeper than our heads; it reaches neither 
heart nor hand; but a genuine faith controls both 
and hand; and manifests. itself in deeds of 


Dorcas had this kind of faith.-She did not:have 
to préve that she was a Christian; her life proved 
it to all those who lived around her. , 


So we do not need to prove to the world that 
we are disciples of Christ if our works prove it 
for us. Now, let us be sure that we get this 
matter straight in our minds.. Dorcas was_ not 
saved because she made clothes for the poor;. 
she made clothes for the poor because she had 
been saved by the precious blood of Christ. Cor- 
nelius was a doer of good deeds, but he was not 
a saved man until Peter preached to him and he 
believed. Our good deeds are fine evidence of. 
our being saved, but they are not bribes to buy 
our way into Heaven. Our good deeds may cause 
God to look with favor upon us and in His mercy 
and. grace lead us to the knowledge of salvation. 
God looked with favor upon Cornelius and sent 
Peter to preach to him. God sent Philip to preach 
to the Ethiopian. . who was no doubt an earnest 
seeker after truth and a man of good deeds: | 


We are afraid that there are those today who 
expect to be saved because they give generously 
to the Red Cross, or to local charities, or to: the 
Church, or to those in need around them. These: 
gifts may be splendid evidence that we are saved;: 
or they may be only proof of a kind disposition, 
or of a desire to be thought well of by our fellow 
men, or even of a self-righteous pride. Let us not 
“get the cart before the horse.” Dorcas was a 
disciple first, a woman full of faith; then she 
showed her Christ-like character by “doing good,’” 


even as “He went about doing good.” She evi- 


dently did these things “‘in the name,” and for the 
glory of her Savior. 


“II. Good Works are a Means of Winning Souls. 
“Many believed in the Lord” because of her being 
raised from the dead—the miracle performed by 
Peter; but we feel constrained to believe that 
many had been turned to the Lord by her deeds 
done for Christ—the living miracle of 


The world understands good deeds better than 
good doctrine. Good doctrine is most important 
and: fundamental: the saying that “it makes no 
difference what a man believes, so long as he lives 
right,” is one of those lies of the devil that de- 
ceive many, for it is impossible for a man to 
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live right in relation to God and man until he 
belives right, for wrong beliefs lead to evil lives 
as certainly as day follows night. 


But the fact remains that the people in the 
world are often won by kind deeds. This has been 
the strong point of the work of the Salvation 
Army and of the Rescue Missions. A bowl of hot 


soup satisfying the gnawing hunger of some poor | 


tramp or outcast, has been the means of getting 
that person in touch with the Savior of the soul. 
Our Master’s good deeds—healing the sick and 
feeding the hungry, were not merely His “cre- 
dentials”’; they also drew men to Him. Our Hos- 
pital work in foreign lands gives wonderful oppor- 
tunities for preaching Christ. The waiting room in 
such a hospital, or the room where the patient is 
being lovingly cared for by doctor and nurses are 
good places to preach Christ, for sick people appre- 
ciate kindness and mercy shown to them. But we 
must be sure to give Christ the credit: we must do 
all “in the name of Christ.”’ 


Many an unbelieving husband, as Paul sug- 
gests, has been won by the “conversation,” (godly 
- living), of a Christian wife. Many a skeptical 
neighbor has been convinced of the power of 


Christ by the good life and good deeds of some. 


Christian next door. We can argue but few into 
the kingdom, but we can win them by the way 
we live. 


Let us be sure that we give the glory to Christ, 
and in this way testify to His power in our 
hearts. The Church has missed many golden op- 
portunities because it has let fraternal and civic 
organizations do much for the needy, and get the 
credit for it. Why not let Christ and His Church 
get the credit and in this way attract men to 
Him, and enlist them in the service of the Church? 


We have no doubt but that the kind heart of 
Doreas, working through her skillful fingers won 
many to her Master. 


III. Good Works are Richly Rewarded. We are 
saved by grace, but we are rewarded according 


to our works; this is very clearly taught in many 


places. 


Dorcas had part of her reward here in this life. 
See the tears flowing from the eyes of her friends 
and neighbors: were these tears not a beautiful 
reward, a token of the honor and esteem and 
love of her associates? Surely, this sort of reward 
is better than silver, gold, or medals. 


So it is with us. If we fill our lives with kind 
deeds done in the name of Christ and for His 
sake, we will be rewarded here. The place of 
endearment in the hearts of our fellowmen will 
richly repay us for what we have done. 


But our reward does not end in this world. God 


never forgets our “labor of love.” In writing to 


the Seven Churches of Asia, the Great Head of 
the Church says over and over again, “I know 
thy works.”’ 


It is sometimes true that our neighbors do not 
appreciate us, and show an ingratitude that is 
saddening and surprising. When the Master healed 
the ten lepers, only one came back to thank Him, 
and He sadly said, ‘‘Were there not ten cleansed? 
Where are the nine?’’ Many men are ungrateful 
to God and never thank Him for His mercies and 
daily blessings. | 


But God always remembers. Even a cup of cold 
water given in the name of Christ will have its 
reward. 


The very familiar selection from Matthew 25:31- 
46 tells us the story of rich rewards. “Come ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world: 
For I was an. hungered and ye gave me meat: 
I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in: naked and ye clothed 
me: I was sick and ye visited me: I was in prison, 
and ye came unto me.” 


And the absence of these “good works”’ brings 
a curse upon those on the left, as they go away 
into everlasting punishment. 


One of the most interesting lessons we learn 
from this Scripture is the fact that when we help 
the “brethren” we help Christ. This lifts our good 
deeds into a higher realm. We would have joyfully 
ministered to Him when He was here in the flesh; 
let us minister to our fellow Christians. and fel- 


-lowmen, in His name and for His sake, and our 


reward will be rich indeed. 


May it be written of us, as of Dorcas: “full. 
of good works and of almsdeeds which she did”: 


we will then know that we are “full of faith.” 


Lesson For Aug. 29: Ananias— 
Disciple At Damascus 


Scripture: Acts 9:1-22. 
Luke 10:25-37. 


This man, Ananias, performed the part of a 
‘“‘Good Samaritan” to Saul of Tarsus, smitten, 
not by robbers, but by a blinding vision from 
Heaven, as he was in the house of Judas. The 
Good Samaritan ministered to the body of the 
man he found by the roadside; Ananias ministered 
to both the body and the soul of the blind Saul, 


Devotional Reading: 


-as he prayed. 


He is a striking contrast to the man of the same 
name of Chapter 5. We have our ‘‘Ananias’ Clubs” 
in memory of the smitten liar of that chapter; 
why not have some clubs named in honor of this 
Ananias, who has redeemed the name, and made 
it honorable again? 


To understand the fine character of this man 
who was obedient to the command of God and so 
helpful to Saul, we will have to get the Back- 
ground well in mind. | 


I. The Background: Acts 9:1-9. Saul of Tarsus 
became the able and violent leader in the bitter 
persecution of the Christians which followed the 
death of Stephen. He had held the clothes of those 
that stoned Stephen and in this chapter we find 
him “Breathing out threatenings and _ slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord.” He had gotten 


letters from the high priest to the Damascus syna- . 


gogue to authorize him to bring any of ‘“‘The Way” 
bound to Jerusalem. 


As he came near to Damascus he is smitten to 
the ground and hears the voice of Jesus saying: 
“Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?” He, 
trembling and astonished said, “Who art thou, 
Lord’? And then, “Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do.” The one question naturally follows the 
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ther: when we recognize Him as “Lord,” then we 
must say, ““What wilt thou have me: to do’’? 


He is told to go into Damascus and there it will 
be told him what he is to do. He is led into the 
ity and was three days without sight, food, or 


drink. 


‘IIL The Message to Ananias: 10-16. The Lord | 


peaks to Ananias and tells him to arise and go 
into the street called Straight and inquire for one 
alled Saul of Tarsus: for behold he prayeth. 
(compare this with God’s visions and messages in 
ennection with Peter and Cornelius in Chapter 
10). Here is indeed a picture for the brush of an 
artist: Saul of Tarsus, arch enemy of Christ and 
of Christians, blind, hungry, lonesome, bewildered, 
perhaps, and bowed in prayer. What a revolution 
hd swept over the soul of Saul! 


Saul, in a vision, had seen this man, Ananias, 
coming to him and putting his hands on him that 
he might receive his sight. Was this man one of 
the very ones Saul had expected to bring back 
bund to Jerusalem? He was evidently a well- 
inwn Christian of that city, and would un- 
doubtedly have been on the list of names given 
Saul by the High Priest. 


Considering everything, is it any wonder that 
Ananias hesitated and remonstrates with God. He 
gives the Lord some information about Saul, for- 


getting that the Lord knew Saul far better than : 


anyone else. Do we ever try to enlighten the Lord 
when He asks us to do something for Him, espe- 
dally if it is a surprising request or command? 
Do we always recognize that all things are naked 
ad open unto the eyes of Him with whom we 
hve to do? The reaction of Ananias is a most 


ntural one. If we were asked to go and see a 


Hitler, or some well-known hater of Christians, 
wuld we not feel that perhaps the Lord was 
making some mistake? 


He is not rebuked for his attitude, but the mat- 
tris explained to him more fully. This man, Saul, 
sa chosen vessel to “bear my name before the 
Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.’ 
This man who had caused others to suffer would 
4 — upon to suffer himself for the sake of 

rist. 


God chooses strange messengers at times to work 
fr Him. He was to show forth in Saul the great- 
less of His power and the depth of His mercy. 
The “Chosen Vessel’? was not the vessel that men 
would have chosen, but God is far wiser than the 
wsest of men, and knew what He would make out 
of this persecutor and blasphemer, even as He 


tts known what He would do with the many whom. 


e later chose to preach the unsearcheable riches 
i Christ. His thoughts are not our thoughts, 
leither His ways our ways. Saul was perhaps the 
ast man in the world whom either Ananias or 
ny of these suffering “saints’’ would have se- 
‘ted to be the new leader of the Church, but 


- “1. God’s choice, and we see today the wisdom 


III. Ananias’ Obedience: 17:22. We find in these 
'trses the true nobility of Ananias’ character, for 
he nature of his obedience, even as in Abraham’s 
‘se, shows the faith and character of the man. 


1. His implicit obedience. He hesitates no longer 
when the matter is explained to him. Like Philip, 
® was subject to orders from his Commander, 
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and when told to “get up and go—got up and 
went.” He did not go West when God said, 
“Go East,”’ as in the case of Jonah, but went to the 
street called Straight, the very spot where he was 
told to go. 


2. His whole-hearted obedience. The little touch 
in verse 17 is very interesting and revealing: 
“Brother Saul.” 


It takes great grace in the heart to enable men 
to call one like Saul of Tarsus, “‘Brother,’’ so soon, 
when we remember the reputation of Saul. If 
he had been just an ordinary unbeliever, or and 
earnest seeker, like Cornelius, or the Ethiopian, 
it would have been much easier, but to call a 
notorious man like Saul “brother,” takes grace of a 
high order. We have proof here of the bigness of 
Ananias’ heart. 


May we not stop at this point for some very 
personal and practical and heart-searching ques- 
tions? Do we welcome sinners—great sinners, who 
have been our opponents, or enemies—do we wel- 
come them into our midst and immediately call 
them “Brothers”? Do we not feel somewhat shy 
and say in our hearts, “we will wait awhile, and 
let them prove the genuineness of their conver- 
sion, before we give them too hearty a welcome? 
Or is it not true sometime to the shame of the 
Church, that we do not want to receive some par- 
ticular brand of sinner into our select body? We 
may be inclined to say, “let him go to some other 
denomination” where he will feel more at home? 
Do we not have to guard against the ‘Elder 


Brother” attitude? There is joy in Heaven over one 


sinner that repents; there ought to be joy in 
every heart down here, and a hearty reception 
of those who come. We ought to be able to say, 
“Brother,’’ and mean it from our hearts. 


3. His loving obedience. Ananias evidently went 
still further. He seems to have vouched for him 
and introduced him to the other disciples at Da- 
mascus. They were naturally amazed at the change 
in Saul of Tarsus, and would feel a little hesi- 
tancy in receiving him into their midst. The sus- 
picion must have arisen in their minds; was this 
just a trick to get to know them in order that he 
might arrest them? They soon found out that his 
conversion was genuine, but their amazement was 
very marked. 


The Conversion of Saul, next to the resurrec- 
tion of Christ, is one of the strongest evidences 
of the power of God. It takes the same sort of 


power to regenerate a wicked man’s heart as to 


raise the dead from the grave. It is not hard to 
believe that God can raise a dead body to life, 
when we see Him constantly raising dead souls— 
dead in trespasses and sins. 


The lesson for us is obvious. When God changes 
a wicked man into a saint, using that abused 
word in its right meaning, then we ought to glad- 
ly receive the “Brother,” and not hold the past 
against him. An evangelist, who had lived a wicked 
life before his conversion, was holding a meeting 
in London. One of the “Elder Brother” clan re- 
solved to put him to shame by publicity revealing 
his past. This he did at one of the services. The 
evangelist turned it into an asset, however, by 
simply saying something like this: “I acknowledge 
it all, and am ashamed of it, but I stand here as 
a proof of the amazing grace of God.” Paul never 
tried to hide or apologize for his past: he told 
the story often to the glory of His Lord. 
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Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For August 
Aug. 22: A-Courtin’ We Will Go 


Introduction 


Dating is what just comes naturally to most of 
us aS we move on into adolescence, and as we 
date sooner or later we get that funny itching 
around the heart that you can’t scratch and all 
of a sudden our dating has become serious court- 
ing. 


Since we are Christians in all of our relation- 
ships now and because any date may suddenly 
develop into a courtship that leads to an all-out 
future we need to approach the whole matter of 
dating from the Christan standpoint. There are 
certain attitudes and customs that we must follow 
that fall in the realm of proper social customs 
and sound psychology, in dealing with people. Pres- 
byterian Youth has a quiz on this program that 
sets these customs clearly before us. But in this 
program we want to go further and set down some 
fundamental Christian attitudes. These attitudes 
can be summed up as our attitude toward our- 
selves and our attitude toward our Christian faith. 
Let’s see these attitudes in the Word of God. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. Attitude Toward Ourselves. (a) What we 
will not do: Song of Songs 2:7. The Song of all 
songs in our Bible is a love song in praise of the 
joys and bliss of true wedded love. We are made 
for love, and the only real solution to the prob- 
lem of love is the love of one good man for one 
good woman. In the Song of Songs the writer 
goes into the joys of the love between the lover 
and his beloved, but at three different places he 
thrusts in the warning in the words of our text. 
He is saying that if in dating and courtship we 
do anything to arouse our passions and stir our 
sensuality we are cheapening and weakening that 
which God has given for marriage only and are 
in danger of finding ourselves sick of love and in- 
capable of real love when the right one comes 
along. So in our dating we must do nothing to 
arouse the sensual nature before time. This is 
very vital for us to face frankly and honestly 
today because of the prevalence of dancing, cock- 
tails, sensual movies, and petting. (b) What we 
will do: Psalm 1:1-2. Thus we will not only sepa- 
rate from evil and evil companions, but we medi- 
tate on the Word of God that it may guide us in 
a“ date life as well as in all other parts of our 
ife. 


2. Attitude toward Our Christian Faith. (a) 
Negative concern: Romans 14:13. Our Christian 
faith is supposed to be consistent and contagious, 
Wwe are supposed to win others to Christ. Any- 
thing that keeps another from finding Christ is 
wrong for us, whether it is for non-Christians or 
not. It works this way. When the girl who is now 
my wife was in college she was very fond of 
dancing, and she was also interested in reaching 
her friends for Christ. One night at a dance a 
fellow broke in and she began to talk to him 
about Christ. He answered, ‘“‘Come off that bunk. 
You go to the same dances that I do, you say the 


same things I do, you run with the same gang that 


I do. What have you got that I have not got” 
That was the answer for her because she wa 
concerned not to do anything that would be, 
stumbling block on the pathway to finding Chrig 
(b) Positive Concern: II Cor. 3:2, I Cor. 10:31, | 
Tim. 4:12. Our life is to be an open book ey 
page of which points to the Lord Jesus Christ, }) 
thought, word and deed, on dates and everywhere 
- our task is to know Him and make Hin 
nown. 


Suggestions 


_ This whole matter is so important and so wide 
in its coverage that many interesting and helpful 
things can be studied without getting down t 
brass tacks in the spiritual realm. Center the 
program about a study of the Scripture lessons 
above and try by discussion or by having an adult 
in to help to really have a time of spiritual self. 
examination.. All too often our Christianity is a 
mere matter of church going and doing thing; 
that in a general way are right and not wrong, 
A real Christian must grow higher and reach 
deeper than that. The age is crying for young 
people who will be out and out, come what may 
cost what it will. ; 


Aug. 29: Look Before You Leap 
Introduction 


“Look before you leap’? is good marriage ad- 
vice, but it seems that in our day most people fol- 
low the proverb “He who hesitates is lost.’ One 
marriage in three is ending in divorce and mar- 
riage experts tell us that at least one-third of 
all these were doomed to failure before the mar- 
riage took place. In other words one-third of our 


divorces could be prevented if we took enough 


time to look before we leap. 


__ AS we approach this program we must assume 
that every one of us is a born-again Christian 
who recognizes that marriage is not an arrange 
ment by which romantic love can go on forever 
but_a contract by which two people unite to build 
a Christian home. On this assumption what we 
want is some good guiding principles that we can 
use during that period in which we are looking 
and getting ready to leap. Let’s go to an Old 
Testament story. The whole setting is different 
from our modern day setting in which we do our 
own courting, and yet the principles in the Old 
Testament courtship will work today for those 
who take the trouble to use them. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Genesis 24 


1. Seek some one with your own spiritual ideals. 
Verses 1-4. You and I are body and spirit and it 
takes more than a pretty body to satisfy us through 
life. We must be united in spirit too. If you are 4 
born again Christian you can never be happy wit 
an unsaved person, so never consider marriage 
with an unbeliever. If you are a real Christial 
you will have many problem areas with a mate 
if his.or her church will not recognize your mar- 
riage yet press her claims upon your mate an 
the children of your marriage, so never consider 
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marriage with a Roman Catholic. Maybe you think - 


our love so strong it won’t matter, but remember 
children are coming, that means a third party you 
don’t know about now and that church will tell 
you you can’t have all of your child. And even 
when demoniations are different you ought to 
and decide to both go one way, 
for a divided family never fully realizes the bless- 
ings and joys of being one family in one church. 
Fven as Abraham sent up among his own people 
who would be worshippers of the true God, so 
you must seek those who are true worshippers 
of God in Christ. i 


9. Seek the advice of the older generation. 
Verses 5-9. Abraham gave specific advice about 
the kind of girl he wanted for Isaac. We are not 
bound by what older people say but we are very 
foolish if we do not seek the advice of older peo- 
ple—parents, ministers, successful friends —- and 
heed what they say. They do not want to break 
up our romance, but they do want to give advice 
out of their own experience that will make our 
romance satisfying and enduring. 


3. Seek the guidance of God in all your plans. 
Verses 10-14. Abraham’s servant rayed for 
guidance and God gave it, and God will guide you 
if you ask Him to. I have had a lot of young peo- 
ple ask me if they should kiss each other on a 
date before they are engaged, but I have never 
had one ask if they should pray together. A couple 
dating and considering engagement should pray 
about it together. An engaged couple should pray 
together about all their plans for marriage. It will 
do more to make for lasting happiness than all 
your other plans and actions put together. 
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4. Seek a worker. Verses 15-21. Marriage is a 
life time job and not one long date. If you are 


to succeed you must be a worker and marry 


one. Modern life has becomes so mechanized that 
we no longer expect either husband or wife to 
slave as they both used to, but it still goes that 
— one partner is lazy it opens up many trouble 
spots. 


5. Seek one who loves people. Verses 22-23. 


Nothing makes a person like his own home like 


having a home into which other people not only 
like to come but are often invited to come. Home 
should be the most delightful place on earth. Look 
for a mate who can make yours so. 


6. Seek marriage in conventional manner. 
Verses 24-67. Abraham’s servant went to Rebec- 
cah’s house and made all arrangements accord- 
ing to custom. It is customary for us to become 
engaged, ask the parents, announce the engage- 
ment, set time for marriage, invite friends and take 
a wedding trip. In the flush of love and under the 
stress of finances it often seem that these things 
don’t matter, but they really go a long way toward 
getting everything off on the right foot and with 
the proper blessing and co-operation from society. 


If we will look before we leap and follow these 
six rules while we are waiting we will have laid 
the proper foundation on which to build a lasting 
and happy marriage. 3 


Suggestions 


The chapter is too long to read in full, so let 
one person take each section, tell what happens 
in the verse and make a short talk on the signifi- 
cance in modern day terms. 


Some Doctrines Of The Southern 
Presbyterian Church 


By Rev. J. E. Flow. D.D. 
Concord, N. Cc. 


We Presbyterians are not afraid of doctrine. In 
fact we believe in “sound doctrine” as the only 
sure basis for ‘‘sound speech” and righteous 
living. We have no sympathy with those who claim 
to have no creed but believe only the Bible. That 
is shallow thinking. It is only another way of say- 
ing that they do not know what they believe or 
teach. We have a creed. We know what we believe 
and what we teach. Furthermore, we know why 
we believe and why we teach it. We believe that 
every Christian duty arises out of some Christian 
doctrine. The doctrines are logical statements of 
facts. Our duty to love and serve God is based 
upon the fact that there is a God who is worthy 
lo be loved and served. But the existence of God 
is a doctrine. And that He is worthy to be loved 
and served is also a doctrine. Bs 


The Westminster Confession of Faith and the 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms comprise the doc- 
hes we believe the Bible to teach. Three hun- 
red years ago, a body of learned men, called by 
the English Parliament, for the purpose of fram- 
Ing a creed and a form of Government for the 
Church of England, met in Westminster Abbey in 
ondon England. There were 121 ministers, 20 
members of the House of Commons, 10 members 


of the House of Lords, and also seven Presby- 
terian Commissioners from Scotland who took part 
in the discussions but had no vote. They are 
known as the Westminster Assembly of Divines. 
They. continued in active session for five years 
six months and twenty-two days. They produced 
the greatest creed the world has ever known. 
These standards are firmly based on the Word 
of God. The proof texts are attached to every 
statement. They go as far as the Word of God 
goes and stop where it stops. These learned men 
recognized what Moses said in Deut. 29:29, “The 
secret things belong unto the Lord our Gord; but 
those things which are revealed belong unto us 
and to our children forever, that we may do all 
the words of this law.” : 


_ We Presbyterians have always stood for an edu- 
cated ministry and an intelligent people. We believe 
in loving the Lord with all our mind as well as with 
all our heart, soul, and_= strength. Paul wrote 
Timothy, a young minister, “Study to show thy- 
self approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” Again he wrote, “And the things which 
thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the 
same commit thou to faithful men who shall be 
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Course. 


able to teach others also.” Also, “Give attendance 
to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.’”’ The Good 
Lord certainly puts no premium on any man’s 
ignorance or laziness either. 


There are some doctrines that are distinctive o 
the Presbyterian church. There are others we 
hold in common with other evangelical denomina- 
tions, and there are some we emphasize more than 
others do because we think they are more im- 
portant and essential to Christian faith and prac- 
tice. These we teach and defend and contend 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints. 


The most distinctive, though perhaps not the 
most essential, doctrine we teach is our form of 
church government. We believe that Christ insti- 
tuted a government for His church, and that our 
form of government is Scriptural, and for that rea- 
son it is important to believe in it and put it into 
practice in the church. We do not believe in man 
made systems of government in the Church of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We are Presbyterians by 
divine right, and not by human schemes. Our 
name is taken from the Greek work presbuteros, 
which means an elder, or presbyter. In choosing a 
name for our church we have selected and empha- 
sized a feature that no other church has or claims 
to have. No other denomination claims to be 
governed by presbyters, or elders, of equal rank 
and authority, in courts, elected and qualified by 
the people to act as their representatives. From 
Sessions, through Presbytery, Synod, and the 
General Assembly these elders are of equal honor 
and authority. 


We do not call ourselves the Catholic church, 
though we have more right to that name than 


the Roman church has. The word Catholic comes 


from two Greek words meaning the whole church. 
We believe that the visible church Catholic is 
composed of all those who profess the true re- 
ligion of Christ together with their children. We 
do not exclude any professing Christians of any de- 
nomination from our communion, but on the other 
hand we welcome them to our communion and fel- 
lowship. On the other hand the Roman Catholics 
exclude all protestant Christians from their com- 
munion and pronounce anathemas or curses upon 
them. We pray for all other churches. We are 
more Catholic than they and are more entitled 
to that name than they. 


We do not call ourselves the Baptist church be- 
cause we recognize that many other denominations 
baptize as well as we. We do not call ourselves 
the Christian church because there are many oth- 
er denominations of Christians. We do not call 
ourselves the Church of God, for there are many 


A PRESBYTERIAN INSTITUTION 


Part of the Mountain Retreat Association. A Preparatory School for Girls. Accredited by Southern 
) Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Montreat, located in “The Land of the Sky,” Wes. 
tern North Carolina, is one of the delightful and picturesque places in America. Christian atmos. 
phere. High Scholastic Goals. Low Expenses, $420.00. Attractive Buildings. Two Year Secretaria] 


J. Rupert McGregor, President — Montreat, N. C. 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE: 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A modern, accredited college for young women which ' 
places emphasis. on the fundamentals in education, ; 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use * 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


a 
These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual ' 
and cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- ? 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. . 


others who belong to ‘‘the church of God whieh 


- He has purchased with His own blood.” We do not 


call ourselves the Calvinistic church, although we 
hold more consistently to the doctrines of the 
great John Calvin than any other denomination. 
We recognize there are many other Calvanistie 
churches. In calling ourselves Presbyterians we 
cast no reflections on any other body of God's 
people. 

Our creed goes farther and recognizes other 
denominations in these words, ‘‘This visible unity 
of the body of Christ though obscured is not de 
stroyed by its division into different denomina- 
tions of professing Christians; but all of these 
which maintain the word and sacraments in their 
fundamental integrity are to be recognized as true 
branches of the church of Jesus Christ.” This 3 
the figure. Here is a tree. It has one body, but 
many branches, some large and some small, some 
lean one way and some another, but all united to 
the one body. There is one body of Christ but 
there are many branches, but all united to Him Dy 
a living faith as the branch, is united to the tree, 
and all receive their spiritual life through Him. 
You mayssearch the creeds of Christendom an 
you will not find another statement like that. To 
show our Christian spirit toward other denom 
nations, we commune with all those who invite 
us and we invite all Christians to commune WI 
us. We grant letters of dismission to all others 
We receive members by letter from all who wil 
give them. We exchange pulpits with other de 
nominations. Presbyterians are famous_ fighter 
but we do not fight or persecute other Christians. 
We fight error and false doctrines that lead hv 
man souls astray to their eternal ruin. We fight 
infidelity and immorality in church and _ tyranny 
and oppression in state, and contend earnestly fot 
the faith of our fathers. 


| | 
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CANDIDATE SCHOOL FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS AT MONTREAT 


Top Row Left to Right: Dr. Sandy Marks, Africa; Mr. W. H. Crane, Africa; Mr. William Washburn, 
Africa; Dr. Herbert A. Codington, Jr., China; Dr. Hervey Ross, Missionary to Mexico; Rev. R. K. Robin- 


son, Jr., Korea. 
Second Row: Dr. Richard T. Gillespie, Candidate Secretary of Executive Committee of Foreign Missions; 


Rev. William T. Wing, Mexico; Rev. Paul Smith, Brazil; Rev. Frank McElroy, Jr., Africa; Mr. Frank Van- 
degrift, Africa; Rev. Douglas Charles, Brazil; Mr. Sam Davis, Portuguese informant. 


Third Row: Mr. Ahn Yong Choon, Korean informant; Dr. D. J. Cumming, Acting Educational Secretary 
of Executive Committee of Foreign Missions; Miss Lois Roberts, Brazil, of the Southern Baptist Conven- 


tion; Miss Virginia Smith, Brazil; Rev. J. Hoge Smith, Jr., Brazil. 


Fourth Row: Mr. Pan Lan, Chinese informant; Miss Janella Williams, Mexico; Mrs. Sandy Marks, Af- 
rica; Mrs. William T. Wing, Mexico; Miss Mary McBee, Mexico; Mrs. R. K. Robinson, Jr., Korea; Miss Ona 
Bell Cox, Brazil, Southern Baptist Convention; Mrs. Frank Vandegrift, Africa; Mrs. W. H. Crane, Africa; 
Mrs. J. Hoge Smith, Jr., Brazil; Mrs. Kenneth Shaver, China; Mr. Kenneth Shaver, China. 


Bottom Row Left to Right: Miss Annie Kok, Director of Language School; Miss Ruth Collette, Brazil; 
Mrs. William Washburn, Africa; Mrs. Frank McElroy, Jr.,; Africa; Mrs. Paul Smith, Brazil; Miss Page 
Lancaster, China; Miss Ann Beguin, Informant for French. 
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Church News 


News Account Of Meeting Of 
Winston-Salem Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem held its reg- 
ular summer adjourned meeting at the Gillespie 
Presbyterian Church on July 138, with twenty min- 
isters and nine ruling elders present. The Rev. 
Thomas C. Bryan was the Moderator. 


Rev. Kenneth J. Foreman, Jr., was dismissed to 
the Presbytery of Louisville (U.S.A.) He is now at 
the Yale Language School preparing for missionary 
work in China under the Board of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. Arch. B. Taylor, Jr., a son of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Winston-Salem, was 
received from the Presbytery of Nashville. Rev. 
and Mrs. Taylor expect to sail in the near future 
for mission work in China under the Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions of our Church. 


Rev. Sam. M. Inman, of Charlotte, Chairman of 
the Committee on Evangelism for the Synod of 
North Carolina, made an inspiring address on Evan- 
gelism in connection with the report of the com- 
mittee on that subject. 


The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery will 
be held at the Reynolda Presbyterian Church on 


October 12, 1948. 
J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 


Conference On Assembly’‘s 
Home Missions 


You will be interested in the program for the 
Conference on Assembly’s Home Missions, August 
12-18, at Montreat. Some of the features of this 
program are: 


‘‘Workshop Problems,’ a presentation of some of 
the matters of everyday concern and those of spe- 
cial interest to Christians at this time, by Dr. Eliot 
Porter, Oxford, Ohio; Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, Nash- 
ville, Tenn.; Dr. Robert G. Lee, Memphis, Tenn.; 
and Dr. E. M. Conover, New York, N. Y. 


“Adventures In The Homeland,” a class for 
young people, led by Miss Amy Robinson, Presi- 
dent of Oklahoma Presbyterian College. 


“Beginning At Jerusalem,” a class for women, 
led by Mrs. W. R. Ulrich, Atlanta, Ga. 


Morning Worship, led by Dr. W. W. Arrowood, 
of King College, Bristol, Va. The Platform Bible 
Hour will be led by Dr. James Sprunt, of Lookout 
Mountain, Tenn. 


Special Addresses will be given in the evening 
by Hon. John Temple Graves, Birmingham, Ala.; 
Dr. Robert G. Lee, Memphis, Tenn.; Dr. H. E. Rus- 
sell, Montgomery, Ala., and others. | 


The Sunday morning preacher will be Dr. J. L. 
MacMillan, of Norfolk, Va. | 


Secure your room reservations early. Write to 
Mr. J. H. Hunter, Business Manager, Montreat, 
N. C., for hotel accommodations or for a list of 
the boarding houses at Montreat. 


Lexington Presbytery 
Rev. W. B. Clemmons 
The Presbytery of Lexington held a ealled 


meeting in the Second Church of Staunton on 


June 21. The Rev. B: O. Shannon, pastor of Broad- 
way Church, was dismissed to Fayetteville Presby- 
tery to become pastor of Galatia Church. The Rev. 
F. S. Ford was dismissed to Lexington-Ebenezer 
Presbytery to become pastor of Normal Church, 
Ashland, Ky. Messrs. Dailey D. Young, of Loch 
Willow Church, Churchville, and Robert S. Hawks, 
of Harrisonburg Church, were received under care 
of the Presbytery as candidates for the ministry. 


A Commission reported the organization of 
Smyrna Church in Waynesboro, on June 13, which 
was the outgrowth of a chapel established by the 
Second Church of Waynesboro. Rev. H. E. Truitt, 
pastor of the Second Church, of Waynesboro, will 
serve Smyrna Church as supply for the present. 


A Commission ordained and installed John E. 
Thompson, of Tazewell, Va., and a graduate of 
Union Seminary in 1948, as pastor of the Frank- 
lin, Ruddle and Upper Tract Churches. 


A Commission installed Rev. George H. Rector, 
former pastor of Oxford Church near Lexington, 
as pastor of the McDowell Church. 


The Fall Meeting of the Presbytery will be held 
in Collierstown Church on September 21, 1948. 


W. B. Clemmons, Stated Clerk. 


An Apology To Enoree — 
Presbytery 


Because of an unfortunate error in assembling 


the proof copy of the 1948 Report of the Treas- 


urer of the Executive Committee of Foreign Mis- 
sions, the contributions of the Churches of Enoree 
Presbytery were omitted on Page 150 of this Re- 
port. 


We would, of course, regret such an error in 
any year, but we are particularly sorry that the 
error occurred in the 1948 Report because the con- 
tributions of Enoree Presbytery as listed in the 
Summary on Page 159 total $69,777.13 for the 
year 1947-48 as compared to $31,626.09 for the 
oe ding year, an increase of more than $38,- 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer. 


Visitation Preaching Campaign 
In Missouri 


Presbyterian Churches of Kahoka and of Alex- 
andria, Rev. Raymond P. Sharp, Pastor. Visitation- 
Preaching Campaigns were concluded June 15-30 
in the above churches with Rev. John C. Ramsey, 
Evangelist At Large for the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., directing and conducting the preaching. In- 
creasing congregations marked the preaching serv- 
ices. Around 32 assisted in the visitation which 
was done in teams of twos. The campaigns began 
with three days at each place. Instruction around 
a supper table was followed by exclusive visi- 
tation. 


The campaigns closed with preaching five days 


at Alexandria and six days at Kahoka. The fol-_ 
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First year, first quarter, 
ready for October. Revision 
of Standard’s Graded Series 
for children now complete— 
Nursery, Beginner, Primary, 
and Junior. 


Cheek These Features 


Through entire Bible, from 
Genesis to Revelation, in 3 
years. 


Y True to the Bible, but also features 
latest teaching methods. 


oy Expertly written, well planned. 
o” Makes Bible study a pleasure. 


Evangelistic emphasis, aimed at win- 
YW ning Juniors for Christ and His 
church. 


Investigate and compare. . . . This 
Standard course is the newest and best 
to be had. It’s the kind of coyrse thou- 

sands of Junior teachers have been 
seeking. Through the entire Bible in 
three years, with half of the lessons on 
the Old Testament and the latter half 
covering the New Testament right at 
the time the Junior is passing through 
the “decision” period of his life. 


Included in the wealth of - material 
offered is: | 


The Teacher’s Quarterly. Full-color 
cover. Six pages to every lesson, includ- 


Abundant teaching help, plus big, 
v new Classroom Helps Packet. 


Pupil’s fascinating workbook style 
quarterly in two colors. 


A Attractively printed. 
Reasonable in price. 


ing simplified teaching plan, weekly 
resource material, Bible text complete 
with lesson background and text ex- 
planation. Also teaching article pages. 


The Pupil’s Workbook. Large and fas 
cinating quarterly for lesson follow-u 

each week. Secret code, match it, fill 
the blanks, scrambled words, stories, etc. 
Full-color cover, two colors inside, 84x 
11 size. 


The Classroom Helps Packet. Wide 
variety of closely correlated visual-aid 
material to “drive home” the main les 
son points. Different and effective. 


Samples of new Junior Graded (in prospectus form), or other 


Standard Graded courses, sent on request. Send name, address, 
and name of church, telling dept. in which interested. 


The Standard Publishing Co., 20 E. Central Parkway, Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


owing were the gratifying results: 169 visits, 27 
amily altars and 50 decisions for acceptance of 


members of the younger group, yet the major por- 
tion of the 50 decisions were adults. Mrs. Sharp 


hrist or transfer or reconsecration. 18 came for- 
yard to unite of the 50 decisions during the preach- 
ig. It is hoped that the major part of the 50 who 
gned will unite with the church very soon. 


This is the 18th such campaign conducted by 
MV. John C. Ramsay since early February. Mrs. 
amSay assisted most acceptably with the visi- 
ition. The pastor, Rev. Sharp, who has only been 
nthe field since November, has a loyal following 
id expects to begin classes for communicant 


assisted admirably with the music. This type of 
evangelism means much to these two churches, 
which are located in the most northern portion of 
the Assembly. 


_ Contributions Received 
Contributions of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
to the General Assembly’s Training School, Rich- 
mond, Va., were as follows: For the Month of 
June: 1948, $4,559.75; 1947, $2,478.85. Total to 


Date: 1948, $11,850.57; 1947, $10,227.92. 
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Bluestone Pioneer Camp 


The Bluestone Presbytery Pioneer Camp was 
held at the Fayette County Four-H Camp, R.F.D. 
No. 2, Fayetteville, W. Va., from June 28 to July 
3. The attendance was the largest in the history 
of the camp, with 191 boys and girls and 26 adult 
leaders registered, a total of 217. Thirty-one 


churches and chapels of the Presbytery were rep-. 


resented. Each age group had classes in Bible and 
in Christian Beliefs. A full athletic program was 
carried on in the afternoon, under the direction 
of Rev. Don. R. Brandon, of Welch, W. Va. Rev. 
James Garrett, of Red Jacket, W. Va., was the 
vesper speaker; there were 32 professions of faith. 
“Night Doings’? were in charge of Rev. C. H. Pat- 
terson, of Westminster Church, Bluefield, W. Va. 


On the last night a beautiful consecration ser- 
vice was held, and many of the campers rededicated 
their lives to Christ, while others expressed a de- 
sire to go into full-time Christian service. The 
camp newspaper, printed by Rev. Robert Ray, was 
outstanding. Rev. Fred Manning, serving as camp 
colporteur, sold many useful and helpful books to 
the campers. Rev. and Mrs. W. H. Walker were in 
charge of music, and the whole camp had a blessed 
experience in the singing of gospel choruses, led 
by the Walkers. Dr. C. H. Patterson and Mrs. Ella 
Maye Steele did splendid work as Dean of Boys 
and Dean of Girls respectively. Competition be- 
tween the four tribes was keen, but was carried 
on in a real Christion spirit. We feel that we really 
had a blessed camp experience. 

C. W. McNutt. 


NEW HOPE CHURCH 
Gastonia, N. C. 


This Church has recently experienced a great 
revival under the preaching ministry of Dr. R. 
A. Forrest of Toccoa Falls, Georgia. The pastor, 
Rev. John H. Knight and session of the Church, 
made preparations in prayer meetings, and 
through advertising. Dr. Forrest preached for 10 
days without a break, both morning and evening. 
Radio services were held also on each day. Over 


twenty-five professed faith in Christ, and the. 


meeting closed leaving the Church and its mem- 
bership greatly revived and rededicated to the 
task of winning the lost. Dr. Forrest’s morning 
messages were of an expository nature, telling 
the Christian how to live the Victorious Life. The 
evening messages were fully evangelistic, with 
large audiences each night. The music was directed 
by Gilmour Kincaid, choir director of New Hope 
Church. Eddie Craig, student for the Gospel min- 
istry, and Roy Melton, student of music at Fur- 
man University. At the sacramental service on 
July 11, over 20 were received into the member- 
ship of New Hope Church. Others joined churches 
of other denominations. 


— 


East Dallas Presbyterian 
Church 


July 1, 1948. 
Official announcement has been made this week 
by Dr. John Knox Bowling, Minister, of the addi- 
tion to our staff of Mrs. Ellen P. Weaver as the 
Director of Religious Education. 
Mrs. Weaver’s appointment will become officially 
effective on September 1; and she comes to her 


new work from the First Presbyterian Church of ‘ 


Pine Bluff, Ark. Her new residence address in 
Dallas will be 6228 Norway. 


pervasive in the epistles of Paul. It is by no meal 


WITHOUT DELAY 


Because of the decreasing rate of interest op | 
its invested funds and the decline in the pu. } 
chasing power of the annuities provided the } 
General Assembly calls on Presbyterians: “ty § 
add: to the $3,000,000.00 Prior Service Fund, } 
so that our retired ministers, and those soon { 
to be retired, may receive more adequate | 
provision.”’ | 


You plan to help your Church to meet this } 
solemn obligation. Do not delay. Do it now! | 


An 
3 hurcl 
a TODA Y 
A Legacy In Your Will ti 
er 
Presbyterian Church In The United States #7", 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund | ten, 


410 Urban Bldg. — Louisville 2, Ky. 


THE NEW MODERNISM 


By Cornelius Van Til 


An Appraisal Of The Theology ne ir 
Of Barth And Brunner il 


Price $3.75 


We will send this book free and postpaid to 
anyone who will send us ten (10) new sub- 
scriptions to The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal on or before September ist, 1948. 


This Book May Be Ordered At The 
Publisher’s List Price From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


The Deity Of Christ 
“The doctrine of the deity of Christ is om 


an isolated thing. You do not have to search for¥y 
to find it. On the contrary, you cannot get awa 
from it. Open the Epistles where you will, and J 
will find the deity of Christ.” 


—J. Gresham Machen. 
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Bixperiences In Personal Work 
) By a Pastor 


mm jn relating experiences in personal work the 
Mister is often tempted to tell only the success 
sries and leave the failures unmentioned. I am 
king now of two cases, one of which would 
, listed as a Success and the other as a failure. 


rest on 
le pur- 
ed the § 
is: “to 
Fund, | 
soon { 
equate § 


Sophmore. Both boys lived in a coal mining com- 
unity where not one boy of high school age was 
professing Christian. Both boys rode the bus 
“A were popular and well-liked in school and 
, the community. Both were well-behaved boys. 
oth came from homes where the parents were 
ot professing Christians. Both attended church 
vices occasionally. 


at this 
; how! 


m™ An evangelistic meeting was in progress at the 
hurch, and I made it a point to talk to these 
oys individually about their souls’ salvation. 
im seemed to be very deeply under conviction. 
Ve talked long and earnestly several afternoons 
fter the bus had brought the boys and girls back 
om high school. Jim’s stock excuse was the 
ne which, with one exception, I have heard most 
ften, “I couldn’t live up to it.” I agreed with 
im that by himself he could not, but with Christ’s 
retary f™eelp he could. Finally on the last night of the 
surer qqeeting Jim came forward when the invitation was 
“ure! MRiven; it was one of the happiest experiences of 
My pastorate. Two weeks later, following an in- 
Mairuction class which Jim attended, new members 
Mere to be received into the church. The hour 
rived, and Jim was not present. As I drove 
tome with a heavy heart I saw the answer to 
is absence; a mile or so from the church a Sun- 
ay baseball game was in full swing. Jim was 
here instead of in the Lord’s house. I had a long 
ak with him a few days later. “It’s no use, 
reacher. I wasn’t really saved. The boys talked 
me into going to the game instead of to church. 
fl had been saved, I would have gone to .church.”’ 
askked him why he had gone forward in the 
meeting, and he made a reply that I will never 
orget, a reply that will always serve as a warn- 
ng to me in doing personal work: “I knew that 
ju wanted me to go forward, and that you had 
een praying that I would, and I didn’t want to 
lisappoint you.’’ His decision had been centered 
nme instead of in Christ! The outcome was to 
be expected. Jim and I remained good friends, 
ut he never darkened the door of the church 
ain. Of course I am still praying for his con- 
ersion. 


States | 


SM 


lee was a quiet and well-behaved boy, a splen- 
lid high school athlete and a good student. I 
lad talked to Jim three or four times, but I only 
ad an opportunity for one conversation with Lee. 
There are two “excuses” that I have heard most 
requently in the West Virginia coal fields. One 
s “hypocrites in the church.” The other is “I 
ouldn’t live up to it.”? Like Jim, Lee made this 
‘cond excuse, and to him, as to Jim, I pointed 
but. God’s promise, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee.” I asked him for a decision, but he would 
wake no promise, and I wasn’t particularly hope- 
ul. Then a night or two later, when the invitation 
"a given, he stepped out immediately and ac- 
‘epted Christ as his Savior. From that day for- 
ard there was no turning back. Those who have 
ner lived in a coal mining community may have 
ttle idea of how difficult it is for a boy of high 


Jim was a Junior in High School and Lee was. 


attended high school about ten miles away. : 


jn Christ. 


GOWNS 


Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 


4 Embroideries - Vestments 
= Hangings - Communion 


Sets - Altar Brass Goods 


CHURCH GOODS 
SUPPLY COMPANY 
821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 


FOLDING CHZIRS 

AND TABLES 
STEEL OR WOOD. 
WRITE FOR CATALOG | 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. R-20 SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 


BAPTISMAL 
DOCTORS 


BENTLEY & SIMON 


school age to live a Christian life when almost 
no one his own age is a Christian. There was no 
turning back with Lee. He never missed a Sun- 
day, winter or summer. He refused to play ball 
on Sunday. Although he was very shy at public 
speaking I once heard him give a testimony that 
touched me as I have been touched few times in 
my life. He was one of the few boys I have known 
in whose Christian life the unsaved boys of the 
community had complete confidence. 


What was the difference? One profession was 
centered in me; the other profession was centered 


TRUE EVANGELISM 


“True evangelism, as distinguished from coun- 
terfeit evangelism, preaches only the Christ pre- 
sented to us in the Bible ... It preaches only the 
Christ who was conceived by the Holy Ghost and 
born of the virgin Mary, only the Christ who said 
to the winds and the waves with the sovereign 
voice of the Maker and Ruler of all nature: ‘Peace, 
be still.’”” Only the Christ who died on the Cross as 
a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and reconcile 
us to God, only the Christ who rose triumphantly 
from the tomb and showed to His doubting dis- 
ciple the print of the nails.” 

—J. Gresham Machen. 
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An Experience In 
Evangelism 


Christ’s Evangelical Presbyterian Church was 
founded by me four years ago, June 9, in the 
mountains of West Buffalo Valley Township 
(Pennsylvania). Folk live in shacks like the hea- 
then, desecrate the Sabbath in every respect. 
Drunkenness, murder and all have been practiced. 
A terrible battle was on when by God’s help we 
opened this independent work. We landed in court 
to secure peace with a man who wanted to shoot 
us for having services. He told the court, or Judge, 
that he and the rest of the mountaineers did not 


want any religion back in the mountains. The 


Judge told him what the constitutional rights were, 
cte. He signed a peace treaty and since sends his 
children to services. 


We have 50 children on roll and 15 adults. Sev- 
eral have accepted Christ as their personal Saviour. 
Some guilty of adultery have been delivered by 
God from that sin and are now again back with 
their husband or wife and family. This sure was a 
great struggle but is worth everything to see how 
changed really their lives are. If every true Chris- 
tian will do their part souls will be brought to 
Christ and the Presbyterian work of various names 
can be built up, and some can and will be made 
happy. We purchased at first thirty second-hand 
chairs of various kinds and sizes, and an old organ, 
and opened up in a shack looking as if it could 
fall together. We are now building our church and 
expect to be ready for dedication by September 
sometime. Pray for us. 

Rev. K. L. Feist, Pastor, 

Christ’s Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church, R.F.D. No. 2, 
Mifflinburg, Pa. 


An Honour Student Becomes 
An Humble Believer 


In a valley in the mountains in the coal-mining 
section of the State, it was a well known fact that 
almost all of the young people were not Chris- 
tians. At least seven out of ten would readily 
admit that they were not Christians. A boy in this 
valley graduated from the high school and went to 
the State University. He was a studious lad and 
when graduation time came his name was among 
those who became members of the Phi Beta Kappa 
Fraternity. He returned to his home and soon 
afterwards a minister who had been preaching the 
glorious gospel of grace, which seemed a strange 
doctrine to many of his neighbors, invited this 
young man to make a study of the Scriptures and 
use his trained mind to determine whether the 
a of this minister was in accord with God’s 
word. 


We showed him that Paul was the teacher of 
the Gentiles, that his message must be understood 
if we were really to know the plan of salvation as 
provided in Christ. He took an interest in the study 
and after approximately a year he was ready to 
accept as true that Jesus, the Son of God, had 
died for his sins and rose again and that through 
faith in this Saviour, he would obtain forgiveness 
and righteousness and become a child of God and 
an heir of the kingdom of God. Having been led 
to faith in Christ through a study of the Scrip- 
tures, he has since lived an exemplary life and is 
a faithful officer in the Church to which he be- 
longs. It is true that men are born again by the 
word of God. 
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Book Reviews 


The One Eternal God. By Arthur W. Gio 
Published by Concordia Publishing Company, 3; 
oe Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis 18, Mo. Pr, 
38c. 


Senior Workshop Vacation Bible School By 
Separate series designed for Beginner, Prim; 
Junior, and Senior Departments. Manual for D,i 
Vacation Bible Schools. Published by Concoy 
Publishing Company, 3558 South Jefferson Aven, 
St. Louis 18, Mo. Price 50c. | 


Staying Married. By Edman W. Frank. Publish 
by Concordia Publishing Company, 3558 So 
Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis 18, Mo. Price 12¢, | 


Together We Worship. By Gertrude Little, Py 
lished by The Warner Press, Anderson, Ind. Pris 
$1.50. Part 1: Guiding principles in planning wo 
ship services. Part 2: Thirty-six suggested worshj 
services. Excellent worship material for high schy 
age students. 


The King Nobody Wanted. By Norman F. Lay 
ford. Published by The Westminster Press, Withe 
spoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $2.50. Th 
story of Jesus written for youngsters. The autho 
has had a broad experience as minister, write 
and teacher. 


Hungry People. By Ken Anderson. Published | 
The Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapik 
Mich. Price $2.00. The story of a young Germ 
in post-war Berlin. Accepting Christ as his Savion 
he finds peace. 


Jungle Doctor. By Norman E. King. Published 
by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapit 
Mich. Price $1.75. A missionary story told in la 
guage adapted to young people. 


Toward A More Efficient Church. By William 1 
Leach. Published by Fleming H. Revell, 158 Fifi 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Price $1.50. Th 
book has been written as a guide to all thos 
churches which really have the courage to te 
their organizations. It covers five main areas 
church administration: Ministerial Leadership, th 
Official Board, the Local Church Program, th 
Church Buildings, and Local Church Finance. The 
author challenges the Church of the present day 
to examine her ministry and seek for a greate 
efficiency in her administration of the Lord’s work 


Understanding Marriage And Family Life. 5) 
Godard. Published by The John Knox Press, Bu 
1176, Richmond 9, Va. Price 75c. A study of fur 
damental principles of home life. The author state 
“This book is written for those who wish to unde: 
stand marriage more deeply than they have unde 
stood it before. It is published that young adult 
who are looking toward marriage in the futur 


will find sources of help in making; wise decisiot 


and in thoughtful planning for their home mak: 
ing.” 


THE HERITAGE OF THE 
FATHERS 


By Jan Karel Van Baalen, 1948. Published | 


Eerdmans, 640 pages. Price $7.50. : 


This is a.monumental presentation of the Chit 
tian faith on the pattern set by the renowntl® 


Heidelberg Catechism. Its primary interest my 
then be for those who use that Catechism, but! : 
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expounding the faith on that great pattern the 
author treats of the Creed, of the Ten Com- 
mandments, of sin and of salvation. Van Baalen is 
the author of the well-known volume on the Chaos 
of the Cults. He speaks from a thorough knowl- 
edge of the Reformed Faith which he studied at 
Kempen and at Princeton, but also with the prac- 
tical experience of a long and useful pastorate. 
Moreover, this is the world of a courageous think- 
er who dodges no problems but truly grapples with 
them. Read his chapter on SAVED: THROUGH 
FAITH and you find him evaluating Barthianism 
and comparing it with the Dutch fathers. Here 
also he insists on Calvinism as against both Ar- 
minianism and hyper-Calvinism. Faith is God’s work 
and man’s act. Here is Calvinism with an invi- 
tation on its lips, believing that God gives His 
grace through admonitions. One is reminded of 
John Dunecan’s aphorism that Arminianism is all 
door and no house; hyper-Calvinism is all house 
and no door; Calvinism has a door and a house 
in which to fold the sheep. If you want to face the 
real questions of theology with a live, modern 


preacher try this volume. : —Wm.C.R. 
The Head And The Body 
By G. Coleman Luck 


In Old Testament days the nation Israel was 
an organization, a common-wealth under Jehovah’s 
leadership. The church is more than this. It is re- 
vealed as an organism. While there are many mem- 
bers, they all partake of a single life. “So we, 
being many, are one body in Christ, and every 
one members of one another’ (Rom. 12:5). Of 
this body Christ is revealed as the Head. “And he 
is the head of the body, the church ... that in 
all things he might have the pre-eminence” (Col. 
1:18). Several beautiful truths concerning the re- 
lation of Christ to His church are made evident by 
this figure. 

First, we are told that the way to enter this 


body is not through any effort of our own, but» 


through the power of the Third Person of the 
Trinity. “For by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body” (I Cor. 12:13). When a person 
receives Jesus Christ as Saviour, he is born « 

God, and is made a member of this spiritual body 
of Christ through the agency of the Holy Spirit. 


This figure also speaks of the authority co 
Christ as Head over the body. We are told He is 
head over all things to the church, which is His 
body” (Eph. 1:22-28). There is certainly no place 
in the church for human “bosses.’’ Christ is the 
true authority and the church should receive its 
directions from Him. 


The picture of the head and the body illustrates 
the fact that each Christian, no matter how great 
or how humble, has his place of service, working 
in unity with the rest of God’s people (I Cor. 
12:12-27). The figure also indicates very clearly 
the wonderful fellowship that should exist between 
Christ, the Head, and His own, who are the mem- 
bers of the body. 


But it is sadly true that members of a body 
sometimes become disordered and fail to fulfill 
their proper function. So Christians are exhorted 
to endeavor ‘‘to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3). In the same chapter, 
the apostle tells us that as the members walk in 
obedience to the head, the body will “make in- 
crease,” that is, grow and thrive. Thus far the 
body of Christ is incomplete; new members are 
being added daily. Will you not trust Him and be- 
come a member of this wonderful organism? 
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The Word Of God 


God has spoken! He has revealed Himself re- 
demptively in Jesus Christ! The fact and meaning 
of this revelation has been recorded by holy men, 
both in Old and New Testament times, who spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. That record 
is for us the only and sufficient Word of God. It is 
to this Word we have reference when we use the 
phrase, “The Ministry of the Word,” to set forth 
the task of the minister of the Gospel. He is to 
bring not his own opinions, nor those of other 
men, but an authoritative Word, from God. He is 
to offer, not the stones of human reason, but the 
Bread of Life. His authority is not what the pope 
says, or the Church, or modern thought, but the 
Word of God. If he has no conviction as to the 
authority of the Bible as the Word of God, he has 
no business to claim to speak for God from a 
Christian pulpit. 


Calvin’s Commentary, interpreting Isaiah 2:3, 
“And He will teach us of His ways,”’ says: 


‘‘He shows, first, that God cannot be worshipped 
aright until we have been enlightened by doctrine; 
and, secondly, that God is the only teacher of the 
church, on whose lips we ought to hang. Hence, it 
follows that nothing is less acceptable to God than 
certain foolish and erring services which men call 
devotion: and, likewise, that though He employs 
the agency of men in teaching, still he reserves 
this as His own right, that they must utter noth- 
ing but His Word. Had this rule been followed by 
those who call themselves teachers of the church, 
religion would not have been so shamefully cor- 
rupted by a wide and confused diversity of super- 
stition. Nor is it possible that we shall not be car- 
ried away into various errors, where we are tossed 
about by the opinions of men. Justly, therefore, 
does Isaiah, -when he claims for God alone the 
power and authority to teach the church, shut the 
mouths of all mortals; so that the office of teach- 
ing is committed to pastors for no other purpose 
than that God alone may be heard there. Let those 
who wish to be reckoned ministers of Christ allow 
themselves to be regulated by this statement, that 
they may take nothing away from His authority.” 
—The Church Herald (July 9, 1948). A Christian 
Weekly serving the Reformed Church in America. 


GRACE AND PEACE 


“These two words, grace and peace (in Gal. 
1:3), do contain in them the whole sum of Chris- 
tianity. Grace containeth the remission of sins, 
peace, a quiet and joyful conscience. But peace of 
conscience can never be had unless sin be first for- 
given. But sin is not forgiven for the fulfilling of 
the law; for no man is able to satisfy the law. But 
the law doth rather show sin, accuse and terrify 
the conscience, declare the wrath of God, and 
drive to desperation. Much less is sin taken away 
by the works and inventions of men... But when 
the grace and peace of God are in the heart, then 
is man strong, so that he can neither be cast down 
with adversity, nor puffed up with prosperity, but 
walketh on plainly and keepeth the highway. For 
he. taketh heart and courage in the victory of 
Christ’s death; and the confidence thereof be- 
ginneth to reign in his conscience over sin and 
death, because through him he hath assured for- 
giveness of his sins; which, after he hath once ob- 
tained, his conscience is at rest, and by the word 
of grace is comforted.” —Martin Luther. 
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